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V I S I O N  &  P R A C T I C E  O F  2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y  F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  



A long time ago in a 
galaxy far, far away… 
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KEY STUDIES 

www.PewResearch.org  

www.FaithCommunitiesToday.org 



DEVELOPMENTAL & 
GENERATIONAL DIVERSITY 

Developmental 

Children 

 Adolescents 

 Emerging Adults 

 Young Adults 

Mid-Life Adults 

Mature Adults  

Older Adults 

Generational 

1. iGeneration 

2. Millennials  

3. Generation X 

4. Baby Boomers 

5. Builders 



5-GENERATION DIVERSITY 

iGeneration (2000 - ) 

Millennials (1980-99) 

Generation X (1961-79) 

Baby Boomers (1946-60) 

Builders (pre 1946) 



CHANGES IN GENERATIONS- 
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES 

1. Increasing number of “Nones” – no 

religious affiliation 

2. Increasing number of “Spiritual but not 

Religious”  

3. Declining participation in Sunday worship 

and sacraments (marriage, baptism) 

4. Declining levels of family faith practice & 

socialization 



NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

 15% of all Americans claim no religious 
affiliation (2008; today: 19%) 

 25% of all 18-29 years 

 In 1951 only 1% had no religious 
affiliation 

 10% drop in the number of Christians 

 The challenge to Christianity in the U.S. 
does not come from other religions but 
from a rejection of all forms of 
organized religion.   

 



SPIRITUAL BUT NOT RELIGIOUS 

 Today, 18% of 18-39 year olds say that 

are “spiritual, but not religious” 

compared to only 11% a decade 

ago.  

 In terms of stewardship, for every 1 

Builder who passes away, it now takes 

20 Millennials to replace them.  



DIVERSITY IN FAITH  
PRACTICE & RELIGIOSITY 

Not 
Religiously 
Affiliated 

Spiritual but 
Not Religious 

Minimal 
Engagement 

with Faith 
and 

Community 

Vibrant Faith 
& Active 

Engagement 



YOUTH & EMERGING ADULT 
RELIGIOSITY 

Youth (teens) 
Atheists Avoiders    Assenters Adapters Abiders 

5%  24%  31%  20%  20% 

 

Emerging Adults (20s) 

 
Atheists Avoiders    Assenters Adapters Abiders 

25%     25%     20%        15%            15% 

 



YOUTH & EMERGING ADULT 
RELIGIOSITY 

 Abiders: highest levels of religiosity and practice: believe in 
God, pray regularly, engage in personal religious practice, 
attend services, serve others, think about the meaning of 
life; most likely to say their religion is the only true faith 

 Adapters: high levels of personal religiosity +  accepting of 
other people’s faiths + attend religious services more 
sporadically 

 Assenters: believe in God and feel somewhat close to 
God, but they are minimally engaged with their faith and 
practice only occasionally. Religion is tangential to other 
aspects of their lives. 

 Avoiders: believe in God but have low levels of religious 
practice;  God is distant, impersonal; and often don’t 
name a religious affiliation. 

 Atheists: don’t believe in God and don’t attend services. 



YOU LOST ME: KEY FINDINGS 

1. Churches seem overprotective.  

2. Teens’ and twentysomethings’ 

experience of Christianity is shallow. 

3. Churches come across as 

antagonistic to science.  

4. Young Christians church experiences 

related to sexuality are often 

simplistic, judgmental. 

5. They wrestle with the exclusive nature 

of Christianity. 

6. The church feels unfriendly to those 

who doubt.  



DECLINING RELIGIOUS 
PARTICIPATION 

 Declining worship attendance 

 Declining participation in celebration of 

sacraments & rites of passage 

Example: The number of marriages celebrated in the 

Catholic Church has fallen from 415,487 in 1972 to 168,400 in 
2010 — a decrease of nearly 60% — while the Catholic 

population has increased by almost 17 million. To put this 

another way, this is a shift from 8.6 marriages per 1,000 U.S. 

Catholics in 1972 to 2.6 marriages per 1,000 Catholics in 2010. 
(CARA, 2011)  

We are blessed at St. Paul’s; increased religious participation; 

we need to realize that is increasingly rare among churches! 



CHANGING FAMILIES 

 Changing family patterns and structures  
 Growing diversity in family structures 
 Increasing number of unmarried couples 

living together 
 Delaying marriage: marrying later and 

having children later in life 
 Not marrying and having children  
 Decreasing number of children in two-

parent households 
 
 Declining levels of family faith practice & 

socialization 



FAMILY RELIGIOUS SOCIALIZATION 
 IS DECREASING  

 Parental Influence: The single most 
important social influence on the 
religious and spiritual lives of children 
and adolescents is their parents.  

 Embedded Family Religious 
Practices: Effective religious 
socialization comes about through 
specific religious activities that are 
firmly intertwined with the daily habits 
of family life 



FAMILY RELIGIOUS SOCIALIZATION  

Faith 

Parental 
Faith 

Parental 
Modeling 

& Teaching 
Prayer 

Scripture 
Reading 



FAMILY RELIGIOUS SOCIALIZATION 

Children and teenagers with seriously 
religious parents are more likely than 
those without such parents to have 
been trained in their lives to think, 
feel, believe, and act as serious 

religious believers, and that training 
“sticks” with them even when the 
leave home and enter emerging 

adulthood. 
(Souls in Transition: The Religious & Spiritual Lives of 

Emerging Adults by Christian Smith with Patricia Snell)  

 



CHANGING TECHNOLOGY 



This is 

not the 

future, 

this is 

now.  







Instead of 

having 

technology 

use us;  

we need  

to use 

technology! 



CHANGING TECHNOLOGY 



NEW RESOURCES 



INCREASE IN SOCIAL NETWORKING – 52% OF ADULTS 

9% 
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67 million 

iPads sold 

since 2010 

when it was 

introduced. 

INCREASE IN TABLETS 

Prediction: 665 million tablets by 2016 
 

2012: 120 million tablets – a 100% 

increase over 2011.  





CONVERGENCE 

21st 
Century 

Faith 
Formation 

New 
Landscape 

New 
Technologies 

New (Digital) 
Resources 

New Social 
Operating 

System 

New Models 
of Learning  



THE VISION OF FAITH FORMATION 
STAYS THE SAME: ANCIENT & FUTURE 

Churches want faith formation that helps people. . .  

 grow in their relationship with God throughout 

their lives 

 live as disciples of Jesus Christ at home, in the 

workplace, in the community and the world 

 develop an understanding of the Bible and their 

faith tradition 

 deepen their spiritual life and practices 

 engage in service and mission 

 relate the Christian faith to life today 

 participate in the life and ministries of the faith 

community 



HOW DOES THE CHURCH KEEP ALIVE 
THE VISION?  

 The challenge of Adaptive Change requires 
experiments, new discoveries, and adjustments from 
numerous places in the organization.  

 Without learning new ways—changing attitudes, 
values, and deep-seated behaviors—people cannot 
make the adaptive leap necessary to thrive in the 
new environment. Adaptive challenges call for 
changes of heart and mind—the transformation of 
long-standing habits and deeply held assumptions 
and values. 

 

Leadership is “the activity of mobilizing people to tackle 
the toughest problems and do the adaptive work 

necessary to achieve progress.”  
(Ronald Heifetz and Martin Linsky) 



THE CHALLENGE OF  
ADAPTIVE CHANGE 

“The significant problems we face 
today cannot be solved at the same 

level of thinking we were at when we 
created them.”  

 

Albert Einstein 



There is HOPE!  Hope in the future of faith formation. Hope 
in the next generation. Hope in churches that are resilient 
and adaptive in the face of great challenges and 
opportunities. Hope and trust in God who will do 
marvelous and wondrous things in our churches and world 
through us. 

 

The first steps have been taken: 
Faith formation leaders from a diversity of  

Christian traditions explored, discussed and  

created Faith Formation 2020.   (including 

Faculty members from Episcopal seminaries  

and Church Publishing) 

 

 

www.faithformation2020.net 

www.lifelongfaith.com  

 

http://www.faithformation2020.net/
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/


4 SCENARIOS FOR THE FUTURE 
OF FAITH FORMATION 

  





4 SCENARIOS FOR THE FUTURE  

Scenario 4 
Uncommitted 

& 
Participating 

Scenario 1 
Vibrant Faith 

& Active 
Engagement 

Scenario 3 
Unaffiliated & 
Uninterested  

Scenario 2 
Spiritual but 

Not Religious 



SCENARIO #1  
VIBRANT FAITH & ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT 

A world in which people of all ages and generations are actively 
engaged in a Christian church, are spiritually committed, and 
growing in their faith. People have found their spiritual home 
within an established Christian tradition and a local faith 
community that provides ways for all ages and generations to 
grow in faith, worship God, and live their faith in the world. 

 

In most congregations the overwhelming majority of resources, 
energy, and leadership are directed toward faith formation with 
people in Scenario #1. The future of faith formation in Scenario #1 
is being significantly impacted by trends, e.g., people in their 20s 
& 30s leaving established Christian churches, and the decline in 
family religious socialization and practice at home. 

 
Challenge: provide lifelong faith formation for all ages and 
generations, at home and at church, that develops vibrant faith, 
is continuous throughout life, and engages all people in the life 
and mission of the church community. 



SCENARIO #4  
UNCOMMITTED AND PARTICIPATING 

A world in which people attend church activities, but are not 
actively engaged in their church community or spiritually 
committed. They may participate in significant seasonal 
celebrations and celebrate sacraments and milestone events 
(marriage, baptism). Some may even send their children to 
religious education classes. Their spiritual commitment is low and 
their connection to the church is more social and utilitarian than 
spiritual.  

 
While receptive to an established church, their occasional 
engagement in church life does not lead them toward spiritual 
commitment.  
 

Challenge: Provide faith formation that recognizes that belonging 
(engagement) leads to believing (spiritual  commitment) and a 
more vibrant faith, and develop approaches for increasing 
people’s engagement with the church community and the 
Christian tradition. Craft faith formation around their spiritual and 
religious needs, and their relationship with the faith community.  



SCENARIO #2   
SPIRITUAL BUT NOT RELIGIOUS 

A world in which people are spiritually hungry and searching 
for God and the spiritual life, but most likely are not affiliated 
with organized religion and an established Christian 
tradition. Some may join a nondenominational Christian 
church focused on their spiritual needs, while others may 
find an outlet for their spiritual hunger in small communities of 
like-minded spiritual seekers, in local or global acts of 
service, or in online spiritual resources and communities.  

 

The Spiritual but Not Religious reflect a growing minority of 
the American population, especially among the eighteen- 
to thirty-nine-year-olds.  

 

Challenge: Engage people where their live (physical and 
virtual communities), build relationships, engage in spiritual 
conversations, and offer programs and activities that nurture 
their spiritual growth. 



SCENARIO #3 
UNAFFILIATED AND UNINTERESTED 

A world in which people experience little need for God and 
the spiritual life and are not affiliated with organized religion 
and established Christian churches. The Unaffiliated and 
Uninterested reject all forms of organized religion and reflect 
an increasing percentage of the American population, 
especially among 18-29 year-olds.  

 

Challenge: Expanding the vision of faith formation to 
embrace the life worlds—and spiritual needs—of people in 
Scenario #2 and #3 who see little need for church, and the 
need for God and the spiritual life. Developing strategies 
and approaches for moving faith formation from the church 
campus into the world—to “plant” faith formation in the 
midst of their cultures and worlds, build relationships, and be 
witnesses to the Christian faith in the world today. 

 



TARGETED FAITH FORMATION 

Scenario #4 
 

Scenario #1 

Scenario #3 
 

Scenario #2 
 



Scenario #4 

+ Marriage & FF 

+ Baptism & FF 

+ Family faith formation in 

the 1st decade of life 

+ Milestones faith 

formation 

+ Pathways to deepen 
faith & engagement 

Scenario #1 

+ Millennial Generation 

+ Marriage & FF 

+ Baptism & FF 

+ Baby Boomers FF 

+ Empowering people 
to share their faith 

Scenario #3 

+ Third Place settings 

+ Family life center 

+ Events (movie nights, 

concerts, festivals) 

+ Community-based 

ministry (service, 
recovery ministry) 

Scenario #2 

+ Third Place settings 

+ Targeting 20s-30s 

+ Service: local - global 

+ Spiritual formation 

+ Pathways to deepen 
faith & engagement 



Faith Formation in the Age of Networks 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORKS 

Religious networks provide a rich set of 

connections each of us can make to people 

in both our online and offline worlds who can 

help us with our spiritual development and 

faith growth pursuits. Today we can turn to 

people, organizations, and resources 

anywhere in the world to help us answer 

questions, connect to relevant content and 

resources, or just share their own experiences 

with us. 

 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORKS 

Instead of being the center of faith 

formation experiences, programs, 

classes, and books now become nodes 

on a much broader faith formation 

network that is lifelong and lifewide.  
 

The shift to networks will be 

transformative in how we imagine and 

organize faith formation for  

all ages and generations.  

 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK 

We are moving from. . .   

One Size Fits All Curriculum & Programming 

to  

A Network of Personalized & Customized 

Faith Formation Activities & Resources 

focusing on addressing people’s spiritual and 

religious diversity by offering a wide variety of 

religious content and experiences 
 

Providing Differentiated Faith Formation 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK 

We now have the resources and technologies to:  

 Expand faith formation to address the diversity 
of people today – life tasks and issues, religious 
and spiritual needs  

 Deliver religious content and experiences to 
people wherever they are, 24 x 7 x 365 

 Engage people in a wide variety of 
experiences tailored to their needs, interests, 
spiritual journey, and busy lives 

 Connect people to each other – in physical 
places and virtual spaces 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK  
AT ST. PAUL’S 

Examples: 

• Working with individual families who can’t attend 

weekly; two households, work schedules, 

activities=provide in home resources 

• Skyping with other faith communities- Tweens in 

Texas and Confirmation students in Twin Cities 

• www.stpaulsfaithformation.org – 24/7/365             

faith resource center 

http://www.stpaulsfaithformation.org/


NETWORK FOR DIFFERENTIATING 
FAITH FORMATION 

Core Content 
&  

Experiences 
for Everyone 

Content & 
Activities for 

those of 
Vibrant Faith 

& 
Engagement  

Content & 
Activities for 
Occasionals 

Content & 
Activities for 
Spiritual but 

Not 
Religious 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
6 PRINCIPLES 

1. Address the 

diverse spiritual 

and religious 

needs with a 

variety of 

content, 

programs, 

activities, and 

resources. 

Person 
or 

Family 

  

  

  

  

Fashion Faith Formation 

around the People 



FASHIONING FAITH FORMATION 
AROUND THE PEOPLE 

 Children & Families 

 Teens & Families 

 Emerging Adults: 20s 

 Young Adults: 30s-40s 

 Mid-Life Adults: 40s-50s 

 Mature Adults: 60s-70s 

 (Baby Boomers) 

 Older Adults: 80+ 

1. Life Tasks 

2. Life Issues 

3. Milestones and 

Life Transitions 

4. Spiritual & 

Religious 

Needs 

5. Ethnic-Cultural 

Needs  

 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

2. Recognize that learning is a process of 

active inquiry with the initiative residing 

within the individual. 

 



MOTIVATION 3.0 

Motivation 3.0 (Daniel Pink) 

 Autonomy: desire to 

direct our own lives 

 Mastery: urge to get 

better and better at 

something that matters 

 Purpose: the yearning to 

do what we do in the 

service of something 

larger than ourselves 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

3. Guide individuals and families in discerning 

their spiritual and religious needs and 

creating personal plans for faith growth 

and learning. 



A PERSONALIZED PROCESS 

Assessing Spiritual 
Growth 

Working with a 
Mentor/Guide 

Finding Resources 
on the Network 

Engaging in 
Formation 

Sharing with the 
Community 

Reflecting on 
Growth and 

Identifying New 
Needs 







FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

4. Incorporate informal learning, as well as 
formal learning in faith formation. 

FORMAL  LEARNING 

classes & workshops 

speaker series 

online courses 

small group Bible study  

self-study 

Bible study 

social networking 

faith-sharing groups 

INTENTIONAL UNEXPECTED 

reading /watching a DVD 

mentoring 

service/mission activity 

program at the library or 

local bookstore 

internet surfing 

watching a movie 

TV show 

shopping at a home 

improvement store  

INFORMAL LEARNING 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

5. Utilize a variety of faith formation settings 
and methods to address the diverse life 
tasks, religious and spiritual needs, and 
interests of people:  

 on your own 

 at home 

 in small groups 

 in large groups 

 in the congregation 

 in the community and world 



FAITH FORMATION SETTINGS   

Face-to-Face 
& Virtual 

On Your 
Own 

Mentored 

@Home 

Small 
Group 

Large 
Group 

Church 
Community 

Community 
& World 



Faith 
Formation 
Network 
Methods 

Events & 
Programs 

Courses & 
Workshops 

Small 
Groups 

Online 
Courses 

& 
Activities 

Books & 
Print 

Resources 

Audio & 
Video 

Programs 

Action 
Projects 

Retreats 
Extended 
Programs 

Trips 

Mentors 

Blogs & 
Social 
Media 

Apps 

User-
Generated 

Content 

Video 
Confer-
encing 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

6. Offer programs and activities in face-to-
face physical settings; in virtual, online 
settings, and in blended settings that 
combine both.  
 They can be offered only in physical 

locations 

 They can be offered only in virtual settings 
(online course, wiki, online resource center.  

 They can be offered in a blended approach, 
combining a gathering in a physical location 
with online delivery (activities, group 
projects, interaction) 



FAITH FORMATION NETWORK: 
PRINCIPLES 

7. Incorporate communities of practice 

to connect individuals and groups 

throughout the congregation. 



We Can Now 

Provide Faith 

Formation for  

All Ages & 

Generations! 

 



EXAMPLE: CONFIRMATION 

FAITH FORMATION NETWORK 



TRANSFORM A “ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL FAITH” INTO A 
VARIETY OF FAITH FORMATION FORMATS  

Confirmation 
Content & 

Experiences 

Option 1. 
Church Program  
(current model) 

Option 2.  
Small Group 

Program 

Option 2.  
Online Small 

Group 
Program 

using Skype 

Option 3. 
Mentored  

Option 4. 
Online 

Program (print 
& video) with 

Regular 
Check-in   

Online 
Projects  

(everyone) 

Social 
Networking 
Space for a 

Blog, Project 
Sharing, etc. 



EXAMPLE: AN ADULT FAITH 
FORMATION NETWORK 

  



Spiritual 
Growth for 

Baby Boomers 

Sunday Worship 

Online Courses 

Apps & E-newsletters 

Online Prayer & Spirituality Resources 

Small Group Bible Study 

Trip to the Holy Land (with Road Scholar) 

Retreats 

Day at the Monastery 

Spiritual Book of the Month Club 

Monthly Spiritual Practices Series 

Spiritual Seeker Program 

Third Place Spiritual Conversations 



Share It 
Blog/Forum 

After Worship Conversation 
 At-Home Conversation 

Activity 

 

Study It 
Taking Faith Home Insert 

Homily Video + Study Guide 
Daily Readings 

Scripture Online Bible Study 

 

Live It 
Ideas for living the Message  

Weekly Christian Practice 
Justice & Service Ideas 

Pray It 
Weekly Table Prayer 

Praying with the Saints 
AM & PM Prayer 

 

Sunday 
Worship 





Audio Files - Recent sermons; latest Thu Evensong and Sun 11 am 

Eucharist  

Audio files for the most recent sermons can be found in the list below. In 

addition, we provide the most recent complete Thursday 5:15 p.m. 

Evensong and Sunday 11 a.m. Eucharist. If you are looking for audio files 

of The Forum, click here. 

Thursday 5:15 p.m. Evensong  

Download the service leaflet. (PDF) 

Sunday 11 a.m. Eucharist 

Download the service leaflet. (PDF) 

          

 

 

We archive sermons on iTunes. To listen to sermons on iTunes or subscribe 

to our podcast, click here.  

Apple has released a podcast app for the iPhone and iPad that is getting 

great reviews for being easy to use and better controls when listening.  

http://www.gracecathedral.org/cathedral-life/the-forum/
http://www.gracecathedral.org/file/Service Leaflets/eve_leaflet.pdf
http://www.gracecathedral.org/file/Service Leaflets/srv_leaflet.pdf
http://www.gracecathedral.org/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/grace-cathedral-san-francisco/id80855926
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/grace-cathedral-san-francisco/id80855926
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/grace-cathedral-san-francisco/id80855926
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/podcasts/id525463029?mt=8










Over 100 Anglican 

discussion boards!  
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A Third Place 

gathering 

space in the 

community, 

offers 

hospitality, 

builds 

relationships, 

hosts spiritual 

conversations, 

provides 

programs and 

activities, and 

nourishes the 

spiritual life of 

people.  



EXAMPLE: CHILDREN’S 
FORMATION NETWORK 

  



Intergenerational 
Experiences 

 
- Worship 
- Learning 
- Service 

- Community Life  

Sunday 
Worship @ 

Home 

“Getting 
Started in 

Faith” 
Experiences 

Learning 
the Bible & 

Tradition 

Faith 
Practices 
@Home  

Service to 
Community 

& World 

Parent 
Faith 

Formation 

Whole 
Family 

Experiences 

A Children’s 
Faith 
Formation 
Network 



Faith 
Formation 
Network 
Methods 

Events & 
Programs 

Courses & 
Workshops 

Small 
Groups 

Online 
Courses 

& 
Activities 

Books & 
Print 

Resources 

Audio & 
Video 

Programs 

Action 
Projects 

Retreats 
Extended 
Programs 

Trips 

Mentors 

Blogs & 
Social 
Media 

Apps 

User-
Generated 

Content 

Video 
Confer-
encing 







 
FAITH AT HOME: 

EXPLORE AND ENJOY YOUR FAITH WITH 
YOUR KIDS! 

 
TIPS & IDEAS + ARTICLES + GODLY PLAY + BOOKS + AWARDS & FRIENDS  

• Who is Faith at Home?  
• Daily Life 

• ·  Tips and ideas for faith in daily life  
• ·  Read "Every Day, Many Ways: Bringing faith into family life"  
• ·  Great resources about children and Sunday worship  
• ·  Our books for enriching family life  
• ·  Enjoy articles on parenting & children's faith formation  

• ·  A variety of wonderful books for children (check out the great books on 
saints!  

• ·  Children and death — the loss of a child, the loss of a child's parent, 
pregnancy loss, and related areas.  

• ·  Children with challenges— special needs, limitations due to illness, and 
so on.  

• Other popular areas 
• Read "In the Shadow of Fear: Living with violence, disaster, and war"  
• Our Violence, Disaster, & War page at Faith at Home.  
• Helpful tips & ideas for your family  

http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/index.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/index.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/articles.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/godly-play.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/books/index.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/thanks.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/aboutus.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/aboutus.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/aboutus.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/aboutus.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/index.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/articles/daily-life.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/kids-worship.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/books/family-life.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/articles.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/books/kids.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/books/kids-all-saints.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/books/kids-all-saints.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/kids-death.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/kids-challenges.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/articles/shadow-of-fear.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/events/index.html
http://www.faith-at-home.com/tips/index.html


If you've wondered who created and runs Faith at Home, 
and why, this page is for you! 
The Faith at Home Web site is a labor of love by one person: 
me, Barbara Laufersweiler. I'm a happily married at-home 
mom of two young sons, I am over 40, I live in the southern 
Great Plains of the USA, I am Episcopalian, and I am the 

designer, owner, and maintainer of Faith at Home. 
I create nearly all of the content and find all of the resources 
myself, and I code it all up myself, too. Occasionally I'm able 
to find a great article that fits well into my vision for this site 
and I reprint it on Faith at Home with permission. I also create 
and publish the seasonal flyer of the same name, Faith at 

Home. 
 
At its roots, Faith at Home is a result of becoming a parent. 
My two sons were born in the mid- and late 1990s, and those 
first years of motherhood gradually pushed into higher relief 
my desire to ground myself and my family in a life of faith, 

lived in our daily lives. 

When I became a parent I expected to find resources for 
someone like me whose family was fairly nonreligious and 
who found her spiritual center as an adult in a non-Catholic 
sacramental and liturgical church (as I said, I'm 
Episcopalian).  As it turned out, I found few faith-and-

parenting resources in the middle ground between the well-
represented Evangelical Christians and the fairly well-
represented Roman Catholics. That was tough, because I 
don't fit well in either of those categories. 

 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/










Parent Blog 





Apps 



DESIGN PROCESS:  
NETWORK ARCHITECTURE 

  



1. Select a 
Target Group 

2. Research 
Target Group 

3. Define the 
Group’s Point 

of View 

4. Identify 
Primary Needs 
or Themes for 
the Network 

5. Develop 
Settings,  

Methods, and  
Resources for 
each Theme 

6. Create a 
Network 

Prototype 

7. Test the 
Network 

Prototype 

8. Evaluate, 
Improve, & 

Expand 

Network 

Design 

Process 



DEFINE - POV WANT AD 

Family Example 

Time crunched, stressed and pressured 

families seek connections, support and 

guidance to develop a strong, healthy, 

value-centered family life where faith 

can be applied to daily needs.  Must 

deal with contradiction that we want 

to feel welcome and involved, but 

don't bug me or take my time. 







OFFER FAITH FORMATION ON ONE 
THEME IN A VARIETY OF FORMATS 

Whole 
Church 
Theme 

On Your Own  
(Print, Audio, 
Video, Online 
Resources & 

Courses) 

Small Group 
Course  

(online & 
physical 
settings) 

Family @Home 
(Online 

Resources) Adult 4-Week 
Lecture Series 

@ Church 

(Videotaped & 
online) 

Age Group 
Programs: 
Children & 

Youth 



FAITH FORMATION CURATOR 

• Shifting from providing religious content and 

programming to curating religious content and 

experiences for all ages 
 

• A content curator is someone who continually finds, 

groups, organizes, and shares the best and most 

relevant content on a specific subject to match the 
needs of a specific audience.  

 



FAITH FORMATION CURATOR 

What would you curate? 

• Congregational Programs & Activities 

• Community Programs & Activities 

• People Resources 

• Print Resources 

• Audio & Video Resources 

• Art, Drama, and Music Resources 

• Online Content: Websites, Courses, Blogs  

• Apps & Digital Resources 

 



DEVELOPING TRUSTED SOURCES 

Blogs 
Newsletters 

Websites 

 
Curated Websites 
& Organizations 

6-8 “Expert” 
Resource 

People 



STANDARDS FOR EVALUATING 

 Biblical Content 

 Theological Content 

 Developmental Appropriateness 

 Ethnic-Cultural Appropriateness 

 Inclusivity 

 Ease-of-Use 

 Quality of Experience  



AMERICA’S  
RELIGIOUS 
LANDSCAPE 


